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areas : it is divided into communities, castes and sects;
it is divided by religion, language and race, by different
types and stages of  civilisation and progress, and by
different methods of administration.   It has within its p
limits princes of ancient lineage and  traditions, and
people great numbers of whom are still in a state of
mental darkness; the educated middle classes are still
a small, if no longer a microscopic, minority ; there
are peoples within its borders who know of nothing
else  but  personal  rule,  and  large  classes which   are
ready to accept a representative government.   Can any
system of self-government be evolved in a country like
this which will bring into coherence its heterogeneous is self-
elements,  or must India from the very nature of  its government
constitution be for ever subject to outside dominion ?
I hope I have stated the case for the other side fairly.
Let us see how we can apply our ideal to a state of
things like this : let us clearly realise what that ideal
may  be.   From   the  very  extent  of  India   and   the
diversity of her population, we must have a system of
government modelled on the lines of the Common-
wealth of Australia, or the United States of America,
modified according to Indian conditions and presided
over by a representative of our   Sovereign.   In   this
constitution all will find a place, the Englishman as
well as the Indian, the prince as well as the peasant,
and all communities, by a judicious combination of Federal
the  methods of election and selection in the case of Government
the less advanced.   I am only suggesting tentative lines *uit?bk
of development and not a scheme.....
II.   Presidential Address of Sir S. P. Sinha,
Bombay, 1915*
It seems to me, brother-delegates, that the only
satisfactory form of self-government to which India
aspires cannot be anything short of what President
Lincoln so pithily described as "government of the
people, for the people, and by the people"
*               #               #               *
Let us argue out for ourselves freely and frankly
the various ways by which we can obtain the priceless